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SUB J : UNEP MEDITERRANEAN PROJECT: INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING 
BARCELONA JAN. 28 - FEB. 4, 1975 

REF: GENEVA 7291 

1. EMBASSY, IN DISCUSSING SUBJECT BARCELONA 
MEETING WITH UNEP OFFICIALS, HAS LEARNED THAT WHILE 
PARTICIPATION EXPECTED TO BE RESTRICTED TO LITTORAL STATES, 
ISSUE HAS RECENTLY BEEN COMPLICATED BY FACT THAT SOVIET 
UNION HAS ASKED TO BE INCLUDED. SOVIET APPLICATION CUR- 
RENTLY AWAITING DECISION BY EX DIR STRONG OR DEPUTY EX DIR 
TOLBA. 

2. UNEP ITSELF HAD ORIGINALLY WANTED TO INCLUDE MAJOR 
MARITIME POWERS USING MEDITERRANEAN AS OBSERVERS, BUT 
HAD FOUND, IN PRELIMINARY SOUNDINGS IN SEPTEMBER, THAT 
LITTORAL STATES THEMSELVES WANTED TO RESTRICT PARTICIPATION. 
UNEP FELT THAT TO GET MEETING OFF GROUND IT HAD TO 
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OTHERS MIGHT BE BROUGHT IN AT LATER STAGE. UNEP 
WORKING LEVEL HOPEFUL STRONG/TOLBA WILL ADHERE TO 
THIS POSITION IN DEALING WITH SOVIET APPLICATION. 

MARSHALL 
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